
LESSON EIGHT 

Phil. 3:1-11 
 

If you had one year left to live, what would be different about your life? 

 Boa: How would this scenario affect your vision of life, your roles on this earth, and the ways 
you invest your remaining time? The degree to which it would alter your present perspective 
and practice is the distance between your current view of life and the biblical view of life. 

 

Psalm 39:4-7 “Lord, make me to know my end, And what is the extent of my days; let me know how 
transient I am. Behold, You have made my days as handbreadths, and my lifetime as nothing in Your 
sight; Surely every man at his best is a mere breath. Surely every man walks about as a phantom; 
Surely they make an uproar for nothing; He amasses riches and does not know who will gather them. 
And now, Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in You.” 
 

A. W. Tozer – The Pursuit of God 

 How tragic that we in this dark day have had our seeking done for us by our teachers. 
Everything is made to center upon the initial act of 'accepting' Christ … and we are not 
expected thereafter to crave any further revelation of God to our souls. We have been snared 
in the coils of a spurious logic, which insists that if we have found Him we need no more seek 
Him. This is set before us as the last word in orthodoxy, and it is taken for granted that no 
Bible-taught Christian ever believed otherwise. Thus the whole testimony of the worshipping, 
seeking, singing Church on that subject is crisply set aside. The experimental heart-theology of 
a grand army of fragrant saints is rejected in favor of a smug interpretation of Scripture, which 
would certainly have sounded strange to an Augustine, a Rutherford or a Brainerd (pp. 16-17). 

 "To have found God and still to pursue him is the soul's paradox of love, scorned 

indeed by the too-easily-satisfied religionist, but justified in happy experience by the 

children of the burning heart" (p. 15) 
 
What does the pursuit of Christ look like in your life? 
 Are there any pursuits that receive more of your time, energy, thoughts, finances, or passion? 
 Is knowing and pursuing Christ a “surpassing worth” to you?  
In what ways does your family pursue Christ together? 
In what ways does your Life Group pursue Christ together? 
In what ways are we as a faith family pursuing Christ together? 
 

PAUL’S CONCERN/COMMAND 

 Persecution and internal strife threatened to derail the Gospel advancing in Philippi 

 Embracing a false Gospel was also a threat 

 So he commands – REJOICE IN THE LORD  
o Action not just a feeling 
o Take joy in the Lord – Find your joy in the Lord – rejoice is a key term in Philippians but 

the realm of rejoicing is in the Lord 
o He will explain why 

 But first he admits I’M REPEATING THESE THINGS TO YOU  
o Greek Professor – keep throwing things against the wall and eventually they will stick 
o Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 
o The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the Word of our God stands forever – IS. 40:8 
o NO TROUBLE FOR ME TO REPEAT – I don’t mind the burden 

 IT’S FOR YOUR SAFETY/PROTECTION 
o I don’t want you to be swayed 
o I want you to know truth 



 WHAT’S AT STAKE? 
o Righteousness before God on the final day 

 Will it be a righteousness that you have earned? 
 Will it be a righteousness that He has supplied? Only those that are covered in 

His righteousness will be able to stand in the final judgment. 
 

BE ON GUARD FOR THOSE SPREADING A FALSE GOSPEL 

 Look out for the dogs 

 Look out for the evildoers 

 Look out for those who mutilate the flesh 

 Judaizers – tried to convince Gentile believers that they needed to follow Jewish rites/rituals 
such as circumcision 

o Not just Jesus but Jesus plus ritual/religion 
o Not grace through faith but grace through faith and work 

 BE ON YOUR GUARD – LOOK OUT FOR – KEEP WATCH 
o Many men are vigilant to make sure their homes are safe from physical intruders, but 

are we equally vigilant to look out for those who would mislead our families spiritually?  

 Paul’s terms: 
o Dogs – scavengers 
o Evildoers – anyone spreading a false Gospel is evil 
o Mutilaters – cut to pieces – not just cut around 

 Gal. 5:7 “You were running well. Who cut in on you and kept you from obeying 
the truth? . . . I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate themselves!” 

 People have attempted to alter the Gospel throughout the generations: 
o Marcionites – so closely resembled Christian worship services, lives – but taught from 

an edited version of Luke and 10 of Paul’s epistles – two gods – the god of the OT who 
created the “evil” world and the god who appeared in the form of Jesus Christ to rescue 
those who believed in him from their cruel creator 

o Opposed by the church at Rome – spent the next 150 years refuting his teachings 
o Athanasius stood against an Arian emperor for the eternal equality of God the Son and 

God the Father 
o Luther stood for justification by faith alone apart from works of the law 
o The confessing church in Germany of the Third Reich stood against the so-called 

German Christians for its right to be independent of the control of a wicked Fuhrer 
o Today there are attempts to redefine God as Mother God 
o There are attempts to say God does not know the future 
o There are attempts to say that the cross was cosmic child abuse 
o There are attempts to say the virginity of Mary does not matter 

 My question is – are we raising children who so know the truth that they will not be swayed – 
and rather than be swayed they will boldly fight for the truth? (Eph. 4, Col. 1) 

 ETERNALLY IMPORTANT: 
o Believe the True Gospel 
o Spread the True Gospel 

 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THOSE IN THE TRUE GOSPEL 
1. Worship/Serve by the Spirit of God 

a. Life in the Spirit – Romans 8 
b. Predicted in Deut. 30:6; Ezekiel 36 

2. Glory in Christ Jesus – Jer. 9 
3. Put no confidence in the flesh 

 



IF ANYONE COULD HAVE EARNED PERSONAL RIGHTEOUSNESS IT WAS PAUL – BUT HE 
ADMITS EVEN HIS EFFORTS COULD NOT ATTAIN RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 FROM BIRTH 

 FROM ACHIEVEMENT 
 

THE TRUE GOSPEL 

I. To Know Christ  (3:7-9) 

a. Counted – perfect – done in past but continues now  

b. Loss – singular  

c. Gains – plural = add up all Paul’s religion and privilege = 1 loss 
i. All Religious lives of Buddha, Confucius, Socrates, Muhammad, and Ghandi fall 

short of Christ’s goodness, holiness, beauty, brilliance, and compassion 
ii. Incarnation revealed the folly of any religion of merit – works is based on a 

DEFECIENT VISION OF THE HOLINESS OF GOD AND DEPRAVITY OF MAN 

d. What is more 

e. All Things = everything in the world = zero 
i. Where are the people that are consumed with Christ? 
ii. Tozer “Father, I want to know Thee, but my coward heart fears to give up its toys. 

I cannot part with them without inward bleeding, and I do not try to hide from 
Thee the terror of the parting. I come trembling, but I do come. Please root from 
my heart all those things which I have cherished so long and which have become 
a very part of my living self, so that Thou may enter and dwell there without a 

rival. Then shall You make the place of Your feet glorious. Then shall my heart 
have no need of the sun to shine in it, for You will be the light of it, and there shall 
be no more night there. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.” 

iii. In Christ we gain everything – Augustine – “Learn in the creature to love the 
Creator; and in the work Him who made it. Let not that which has been made by 
Him detain thine affections, so that you should lose Him by whom you yourself 
were made also. . . . But why do you love those things, except because they are 
beautiful? Can they be as beautiful as He by whom they were made? You admire 
these things because you see not Him: but through those things which you 
admire, love Him whom you see not.” 

f. Surpassing greatness – overwhelming gain; value exceeding all other values by far – 
LAW OF DIMINISHING RETURNS – HOT DOGS 

g. Knowing – 
i.  not just quantifiable body of data about someone or something but the act of 

“knowing” itself; 
ii. WANTING CHRIST, NOT THINGS FROM CHRIST 
iii. Fee “it is to know the one whose love for Paul, expressed in the cross and in his 

arrest on the Damascus road, has transformed the former persecutor of the 
church into Christ’s ‘love slave.’ Whose lifelong ambitions are to ‘know him’ in 
return, and to love him by loving his people. There is something unfortunate 
about a cerebral Christianity that ‘knows’ but does not ‘know’ in this way”  

h. The Pearl of Great Price (Matt. 13:44-45)  
i. Eph. 3:14-19: For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every 

family£ in heaven and on earth is named, 16that according to the riches of his glory he 
may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded 
in love, 18may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and 
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length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

II. To Gain Christ’s Righteousness (3:8b-9) 

i. Suffered the Loss – cast away 

ii. Rubbish – dung, excrement, thrown to the dogs, filth 

iii. Found = discovered or proved to be in Christ 

iv. Christ alone – Not Grace Plus – Grace plus anything cancels out grace 

v. From God!!!!!!!! 

vi. Gain  came first then considering of everything else a loss 

i. “Lord take away any illusions I may have of becoming great and famous, since you are all 
those things, and you alone.” 

Two Principles: 

1. Any attempt to impose requirements beyond faith in Christ for salvation is a perversion 

of the Gospel 

2. There is no peace with God without submitting to the Christian Gospel. 

Practically what does this mean? (Piper): 

1. It means that whenever I am called upon to choose between anything in this world and Christ, I 
choose Christ. 

2. It means that I will deal with the things of this world in ways that draw me nearer to Christ so that I 
gain more of Christ and enjoy more of him by the way I use the world. 

3. It means that I will always deal with the things of this world in ways that show that they are not my 
treasure, but rather show that Christ is my treasure. 

4. It means that if I lose any or all the things this world can offer, I will not lose my joy or my treasure 
or my life, because Christ is all. 

LIVING THE GOSPEL 

III. To Be Conformed to Christ’s image (3:10-12) 
a. Power 

i. The 10 Commandments could point out what was wrong but are powerless to 
save or provide strength to live 

ii. Christ’s power – “the gift of the Spirit who alone brings life – to enable God’s 
people truly to know Him and thus bear His likeness (being conformed to Christ’s 
death, that is living a cruciform existence – which is true “righteousness’ in the 
“right living” sense) 

b. Resurrection  
i. Defanged death – where is your sting? BEE STING ILLUSTRATION 
ii. First-fruits – indication of the crop that would follow 
iii. Read REJOICE IN PHILIPPIANS – rejoicing in suffering only makes sense in the 

resurrection power 
iv. Fee: “Christ’s resurrection had given Paul a unique perspective on present 

suffering, as well as an empowering presence whereby the suffering was 
transformed into intimate fellowship with Christ Himself” 



1. Stephen – Dominated by the Spirit 
c. Sufferings 

i. Christ’s sufferings: 2:6-8 
ii. Paul – suffering on behalf of Christ is ordinary not extraordinary 

iii. WHY DO WE THINK WE ARE SUPPOSED TO BE FREE FROM SUFFERING? 
iv. Lunch at Governor’s mansion – “Governor, please keep the government off of 

our back so that we can preach the Word freely.” Which was then echoed by a 
second guy 

1. Wasn’t John Bunyan put in prison for 12 years for preaching the Gospel? 
Didn’t he write Pilgrim’s Progress while in prison? 

2. Aren’t there Chinese pastors in prison today for preaching the Gospel? 
3. Wasn’t it Jesus who said “Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness sake for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven? Blessed are you 
when . . .  

4. For example, Acts 14:22 says that Paul told all his young churches, 
"Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom." And Jesus said, 
"If they persecuted me, they will persecute you" (John 15:20). And Peter 
said, "Do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes 
upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening 
to you" (1 Peter 4:12). In other words it is not strange; it is to be expected. 
And Paul said (in 2 Timothy 3:12), "Indeed, all who desire to live godly in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted." 

v. Not just any suffering, but that which conforms us to the image of Christ – 
suffering on behalf of the gospel, and thus for the sake of others  

vi. Suffering is cause for constant joy – not because suffering is enjoyable but 
because it is certain evidence of the an intimate relationship with the Lord and 
produces joy as one strives toward the glorious future 

vii. Good can come from suffering  

viii. Col. 1:24 24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 
filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the 
church” 

ix. 2 Cor. 1:5 “5For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ 
we share abundantly in comfort too.” 

x. Helen Roseveare spent several years in medical missionary work in Africa, 
giving herself for others, until one day she fell into the hands of rebel soldiers. 
She was mercilessly beaten and kicked. Her teeth were broken, her mouth and 
nose gashed, and her ribs bruised. When the rebel lieutenant pulled out his gun 
and pressed it to her forehead, Helen prayed he would pull the trigger; she knew 
that if he did not, worse pain and humiliation lay ahead. She felt utterly alone. 
Had God forsaken her? In the loneliness and humiliation of that moment, His love 
enveloped her and an incredible peace flowed through her. Then He spoke: 
“These are not your sufferings; they are not beating you. There are my 
sufferings: All I ask of you is the loan of your body.” Then the Lord breathed into 
Helen’s troubled mind the word, privilege. Note her comment: “For twenty years, 
anything I had needed, I had asked of God and He had provided. Now, this night, 
the Almighty had stooped to ask of me something that He condescended to 
appear to need, and He offered me the privilege of responding. He wanted my 
body in which to live, and through which to love these very rebel soldiers in the 
height of their wickedness. . . . He offered me the inestimable privilege of sharing 
with Him in some little measure, at least, in the edge of the fellowship of His 
sufferings. And it was all privilege.” Kinlaw, 122-123. 



d. Being Conformed 
i. 2 Cor. 4 7But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing 

power belongs to God and not to us. 8We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, 
so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11For we who live 
are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus 
also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.” 

ii. The most radical conformity is thus indicated: not merely undergoing physical 
death like Christ, but conformity to the spirit and temper, the meekness and 
submissiveness of Christ; to His unselfish love and devotion, and His anguish 
over human sin. 

IMPORTANT QUESTION – Suffering (persecution) and the temptation to become religious were two 
things preventing the pursuit of Christ for the church at Philippi.  What is preventing us?  For Philippi, 
it was beatings and ritual, but many of our generation sell out for far cheaper items. 

SUMMARY: 

IS CHRIST A COMPONENT OF YOUR LIFE OR THE CENTER OF YOUR LIFE? 

ARE YOU COUNTING ON ANYTHING ELSE FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS OTHER THAN CHRIST? 
 

 Verse 7: "I counted them loss for the sake of Christ."  
 Verse 8a: "I count all things to be loss for the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord."  
 Verse 8b: "For him I have suffered the loss of all things."  
 Verse 8c: "And I count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ . . ."  
 Verse 9: ". . .and that I may be found in him (so as to have God's righteousness, not my own)” 
 Verse 10a: (still giving his aim in accepting the loss of all things) ". . . that I may know him"  
 Verses 10b-11: (followed by four specifics of what it means to know Christ) 

 1) (to know) the power of his resurrection; and 
2) the fellowship of his sufferings; 
3) being conformed to his death; 
4) in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead." 

 


